On the other hand, at Peabody's Black Mesa surface coal mine, the
overburden coal and parting is mined from the middle of the pit
in a lateral direction (S. Tr. 18).

On the day of Woodward's visit at El Paso the top bench was
200 feet wide.  As the rock is mined this bench will be reduced
to a width of 60 feet (S. Tr. 12, 13).  The citation issued to El
Paso which evolved into the Commission decision, previously
cited, alleges the El Paso bench was as narrow as 45 feet (S. Tr.
28).  The coal bench at Black Mesa cannot vary and it remains at
a fairly constant width of 130 to 140 feet CS. Tr. 21).

It takes one to two years to reduce the El Paso bench to a
60 foot width from the 200 foot width.  But at Black Mesa the
dragline removes a 400 by 200 foot wide area in four and a half
days (S. Tr. 18).  El Paso does not have any large overburden
stripping equipment (S. Tr. 19).

While at El Paso Witness Woodward observed the company's
vehicles operating at 20 to 25 mph.  At Black Mesa the trucks and
the coal removal equipment operate at 3 to 5 mph.  The Black Mesa
vehicles only attain the greater speeds when they reach the ramps
(S. Tr. 17, 19, 20) .

On the day of Woodward's visit the El Paso berm was 40 feet
from the edge of the lower lift face.  There is a road to each
side of the berm.  The haulage road, towards the highwall side,
is used for pit inspection and rock removal from the top lift.
The road between the berm and the drop off is used for drilling
and shooting equipment and supervisors' vehicles.  It is also
necessary to use the road between the berm and the edge to knock
off whatever loose rock remains after a blast (S. Tr. 14-16).

The El Paso berm in place in July, 1984 had been there for
six months.  It would likely be there another six months (S. Tr.
14).  On the other hand, the Black Mesa berms can be changed
within three hours (S. Tr. 20, 22).

The trucks at El Paso, according to Citation 159662, (issued
in the El Paso case) were being operated within 10 to 14 feet of
the edge.  On the other hand, at Black Mesa the Peabody haulage
trucks get no closer than within 60 feet from the edge of the
bench (S. Tr. 21, 29, 32, 33).

There is more activity at a coal bench than at a rock quarry
(S. Tr. 22) .

Witness Woodward concluded that substantial differences
exist between a surface coal mine and a rock quarry.  As a result
it is suggested that the berm standard is not applicable to, 39, 40).
